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Someone asked me recently if I write these articles or if there is some sort of ready-made resource from which I draw 
these writings. I demurred a bit with, “Sometimes!” Often the writing originates with my own musings. And often, the 
writing originates from others directly or indirectly. I try to give credit when credit is due. I figure it is not my purpose to 
always be original, but to also be wise enough to know good writings to quote. 

This week I’m musing, as I sometimes do, about what I believe and why. Why do I follow this God I follow? Why do 
I believe what I believe? Preach what I preach? And does any of what I do count for anything in light of today’s news   
reports? I know, the last question is a terrible bar by which to measure. 

These are always precarious questions. I count on friends and authors to help me along. One of which is the Henri 
Nouwen Society’s daily meditations.  

A recent reading focused on the actions of Jesus that embody love. 
“You, Jesus, did everything to show us your love and your Father's love. You became a small, dependent child to 

show us yourself in your weakness; you became a refugee in Egypt to show us your solidarity with all who are driven from 
their homes; you grew up in obedience to your parents to show us how close you are as we search for a true identity; you 
worked for many years as a simple carpenter to show us how to resist the forces of evil around us; you surrounded yourself 
with disciples to show us how to share our vision with others and to work together in ministry; you preached the word of 
God to show us your truth and how to become, ourselves, witnesses to truth; you healed the sick and raised the dead to 
show us that your presence gave life to the whole person, body and soul; you were transfigured to show us your divine splen-
dour; you went the long road of suffering and death to show us that you did not want to remain an outsider even in the 
most painful of all human experiences. You, the eternal Word of the Father, kept making choices that brought you closer 
and closer to us, to reveal to us the boundless love of your heart.” 

It brings me back to Jesus – the actions of God in Jesus. The reason I follow this God, preach what I preach and hope 
what I hope is Jesus. 

So, when the Hallmark February arrives I’m turned once again to love, not just romantically, but to love as Christ 
loved. But it does no good just to name such a desire. It has to be embodied. And that is where Kate Bowler comes in 
with her 28 Days of Loving More calendar. I know, it sounds too cute some days, but it might also make it a good month of 
love. Check it out inside the pages of this newsletter.  
Love! 
Craig 



THE POWER OF MUSIC 
          A formal announcement was made on Sunday, February 2, 2025, that my role here at FBCE is changing a bit. I am 
now your Associate Pastor & Director of Music. As such, I want to take a moment to reflect on the amazing gift of music 
and its powerful role in our worship. Music has been a part of the church’s ministry since the very beginning, and it re-
mains one of the most powerful ways we express our love, praise, and adoration to God. 
          Having served as a Minister of Music from 2012-2019 and serving again now, I am privileged to witness how music 
can lift our spirits and draw us closer to God's presence. Whether we are singing hymns of old or lifting our voices in con-
temporary worship songs, music has the ability to connect us to something deeper than ourselves. It moves us in ways 
that words alone cannot. Our choirs and musicians work hard each week to offer the best of our gifts in service to the 
Lord, and I am continually amazed at the dedication and passion that flows from each of them. 
          But worship is not only about the music—it's about the heart of the worshiper. We are all invited to participate ful-
ly in the experience of singing God's praises. Each time we gather, we are reminded of God’s faithfulness, His goodness, 
and His unending love. It is through music that we can unite our voices as one body, glorifying God together.  
          Moving forward, we have some exciting opportunities to share in musical worship: 

· Children’s Choir Rehearsals: Our Children’s Choir meets weekly on Tuesday, from 3:00pm until 4:30pm.  
· Hand Bell Choir: This group meets each Wednesday from 6:15pm to 7:10pm in the FBCE Choir Room.  
· Chancel Choir: Our Sunday Morning Chancel Choir meets every Wednesday evening from 7:15pm until 8:15pm.  

There is a place for YOU in all of these ministry opportunities! 
          I would also like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all those who have supported the music minis-
try throughout the years. Whether through your prayers, your time, or your financial contributions, you are helping to en-
sure that we can continue offering high-quality, meaningful worship experiences. Your generosity allows us to maintain 
our music ministry, maintain beautiful equipment, and support our talented musicians. 
          As we look forward to the rest of this year, I ask for your continued prayers for our ministry. May we remain faith-
ful in our calling, ever mindful that the ultimate purpose of our music is to bring glory to God and to invite others into 
His presence. 
          Thank you for your unwavering support and for your participation as we worship together. May the music of our 
hearts and the sound of our voices be a fragrant offering to the Lord. 
In Christ’s Love and Harmony, 
Dylan 

28 DAYS OF LOVING MORE 
From Kate Bowler  
@ katebowler.com 
      
We’re calling it 28 Days 
of Loving More. For 
each day, we’ll share one 
small, doable way to make 
the world a little more 
loving—for yourself, for 
someone else, or for the 
place you call home. It’s 
not about grand gestures or 
long-term commitments, 
but the kind of work that 
stretches us and saves us 
from our worst selves and 
our loneliness. The kind of 
work that begins with one 
small act at a time. 
Kate 



SERVICE  

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

WELCOMING FOR FEBRUARY 

Mike and Sherry Lyons 

 

USHERS FOR FEBRUARY 

Mike Lyons, Brandon Cardwell, Howell Cardwell,  

Mike Faulk, Ed Self, Frank Thompson 

 

DEACON FOR FEBRUARY 9 

Joni Dixon 

 

DEACON FAMILIES 

Jene Etheridge Family, Don Masson Family,  

Karen McGinnis, Steven Prance Family,  

Cooper Rainey Family, Mac Rainey Family,  

Faith Thomas, Andrea Welch 

 

DEACON FOR FEBRUARY 16 

Mike Faulk 

 

DEACON FAMILIES 

Ryan Carmichael Family, Julia Davis,  

David Dixon Family, Clyde Harper Family,  

Gaye Lankford, Jill Vaughan 

 

WORSHIP REPORT 
Sunday, January 26  152 

Sunday, February 02  125 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
JANUARY 31, 2025 

 

Budget Needs YTD  $46,614.50 

Total Receipts YTD  $43,555.62 

Budget Expenditures YTD $65,337.86 

BIRTHDAYS 
     02/10 - Julia Davis 
     02/11 - Charles Winslette 
     02/12 - Will Rainey 
     02/13 - Cindy Duffey, Penney Cardwell 
     02/17 - Baker Stickley 
     02/19 - Jessica Davis, Madison Davis,  
                  Savannah Davis 
     02/20 - Ben Leverette, Jerry Williams 
 

ANNIVERSARY 
   02/15 - Cary and Beth Walton 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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